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Dearly Beloved in Christ,
Praise the Lord! Summertime is once again
upon us. It’s a time to not only relax and
enjoy the company of family and friends but
to also come together and affirm the bonds between us at
different levels: within our parish family, in our Western
Region as well as our Diocese, with the surrounding community and the nation at large. The month of July is one
marked by celebrations, travels, and various programs
that present opportunities to do so – to connect and grow
in fellowship and unity as brothers and sisters in Christ, as
a family of families, as people in the experience of life and
liberty afforded to us, as a nation under God.
On July 4 , we celebrate the freedom we enjoy in
America and the blessings we experience through freedom. Yet, amidst enjoying the barbequing, outings, and
extravagant parades and fireworks that Independence Day
brings, we must solemnly remember that this freedom
was realized through those who gave of themselves without counting the cost. To give without counting the cost –
this is very much at the heart of the Gospel. Christ gave of
Himself without counting the cost, so that we can live in
the experience of true freedom (Gal. 5:1). Christ humbled
and impoverished Himself so that we may have truly enriched life (2 Cor. 8:9). Christian freedom is experienced
fully when it is exercised responsibly, and it coincides with
Christian serving and giving. Our lives then must reciprocate in the light of the grace freely received, of the freedom and life found in Christ.
In line with this, the first-ever Joint Conference of the
Western Region, being held July 12-14, invites men, women, youth and juniors alike to
(Continued on Page 2…)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, July 12th - Sunday, July 14th
Joint Western Regional Conference
- Azusa Pacific University, CA
* No Worship Service at GGUMC on July 14th *

Sunday, July 28th
Sunday School Anniversary - GGUMC

Friday, August 2nd - Saturday, August 3rd
VBS - GGUMC (Registration Deadline: July 21st!)
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(Arun Achen’s article continued…)

A number of our families are traveling abroad dur-

ponder upon the Apostle Paul’s declaration, “To live

ing this month. I wish them a safe and happy jour-

is Christ” (Philippians 1:21). Let’s support this great

ney. Our Sunday School’s Anniversary celebration is

endeavor with our prayers and participation. Also, I

being planned for the end of July. Let’s uphold the

am very happy that a few of our youths have regis-

Sunday School ministry, all teachers and students in

tered to take part in this year’s Diocesan Youth Con-

prayers. Let’s move forward, giving the Lord the right

ference, being held July 25-28 in Dallas, TX. May

place in all that we do.

these programs be a most blessed and inspirational

Yours in Christ,

time for His glory.

Rev. Arun Samuel Varghese
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IZZY’S CORNER OUTREACH
Sunday School outreach held on Saturday, June 8th
Did you know more than 300,000 people, including one in
six children are at risk of hunger each month? Deuteronomy 15:11
says “ There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I
command you to be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites
who are poor and needy in your land.”
I recently had an opportunity to visit Izzy’s Corner in Irvine.
We were a group of 16 students from ages 7-13, 4 parents, and
Achen that visited the center. Izzy’s Corner is a brightly colored
kid-friendly space inside Second Harvest’s food distribution center. It is all about kids helping kids. Here we kids learned about hunger in our community and how we can
make a real difference in the lives of needy children. We learned about their mission which is “ We envision
a future in which no one goes hungry.”

When we got to the Outreach center, we had a tour around the facility to learn how they help our
community. We had the opportunity to sort onions. We worked as a team and we bagged around 2400 onions that will feed around 750 families.
What I learned from this Outreach is when you serve the poor you are not only serving them, you are
serving Christ as well. Serve the poor expecting nothing in return. Hebrews 13:16 says “ And do not forget
to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices
God is pleased.” Helping others is not only good for them and
a good thing to do, it also makes us happier and healthier too.
As always, Horeb does so many outreaches that enable us to
care for others and help those in need. I am definitely looking
forward for more outreaches in the future.

By Serena Chacko

To contribute content, please contact:
Editorial Team: Anjali John & Saji Abraham

Photography: Saji Abraham & Saji Baby
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On Sunday, June 23rd and Sunday, June 30th, the Horeb Sunday School Olympi-A-thons
were held at church. Several of our Sunday School students from Kindergarten to 10th grade
participated in various exhibition events such as Malayalam solo songs, instrumental solos,
Bible reading, recitations, and ‘Just-A-Minute’, while helping to raise funds for St. Jude
Children’s Cancer Research Hospital. Thank you to Anna Chandy, Mathew Thomas
and Julie Mathew for coordinating these events.

VBS 2019
AUGUST 2nd - AUGUST 3rd
Location: GGUMC | $20 per child | EXTENDED Deadline to Register: July 21st
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JULY CALENDAR
Sat July 6

6:00pm - 8:00pm

South Area Prayer - Anina & Jiju Cholakath, Orange

Sun July 7

2:30pm - 3:00pm

Praise & Worship - GGUMC

Sun July 7

3:00pm - 5:00pm

Holy Communion Service (English) - GGUMC

Tue July 9

7:00pm - 9:00pm

Parish Mission Bible Study - Susmy & Jerry Chacko, Irvine

Wed July 10

8:30pm - 9:30pm

Western Regional Tele-prayer Conference - 515-603-3108; 638599#

Friday, July 12th - Sunday, July 14th

Joint Western Regional Conference (No Worship Service at GGUMC on July 14)

Sat July 20

6:00pm - 8:00pm

East Area Prayer - Ancy & Girish Simon, Placentia

Sun July 21

2:30pm - 3:00pm

Praise & Worship - GGUMC

Sun July 21

3:00pm - 5:00pm

Holy Communion Service (English) - GGUMC

Sun July 21

5:15pm - 6:15pm

Sevika Sangham Meeting - GGUMC

Tue July 23

7:00pm - 9:00pm

Parish Mission Bible Study - Thankamma & Thomas Mammen, Long Beach

Wed July 24

8:30pm - 9:30pm

MTVEA Western Regional Bible Study - 515-603-3108; 638599#

Sun July 28

2:30pm - 3:00pm

Praise & Worship - GGUMC

Sun July 28

3:00pm - 5:00pm

Holy Communion Service (English) - GGUMC ; Sunday School Anniversary

Sun July 28

5:15pm - 5:45pm

Mary’s Kitchen Outreach - GGUMC, Room 20

Horeb Annual Church Picnic

REGIONAL & DIOCESAN CONFERENCES 2019
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